
 

WHAT TO PACK WHEN GOING ON SAFARI: 

For the hot summer months: 

✓ Light cotton trousers 

✓ Shorts 

✓ Cotton T-shirts (short & long sleeved) 

✓ Comfortable walking shoes 

✓ A good hat 

✓ Bathing suit / swimming costume 

✓ Sarong (see Vicki’s top tip below) 

✓ A fleece top. 

✓ Flip Flops 

✓ A shower proof jacket is recommended as most game lodges are in summer 

rainfall areas. 

 

For Winter: 

✓ An extra warm jacket (those morning game drives can be cold) 

✓ A woollen hat, scarf & gloves 

✓ It’s best to plan to wear layers as even in summer the mornings can sometimes 

start out cold but soon warm up once the sun rises. Similarly, you can still have 

warm weather during the day in winter but very cold mornings & evenings. 

 

Other: 

✓ Insect repellent 

✓ Small torch 

✓ Sunscreen 

✓ Sunglasses 

✓ Camera + batteries or charger 

✓ Binoculars (most game rangers do have a pair with them on the vehicle if you 

don’t have your own) 

✓ If you wear contact lenses, we suggest that you bring a pair of glasses with you in 

case you get irritation from the sand / dust. Extra contacts and contact solution are 

advisable. 

 



Weather 

• Dry season (May–September) 

o Temperatures in the cooler winter months range from 9–24 °C and there is almost 

no rain. Pre-dawn game drives are crisp and require warm clothing. 

• Green season (October–April) 

o Higher summer temperatures range from 20–40 °C. Rainfall tends to be short and 

sharp, with occasional exciting electric storms in the afternoon and early evening. 

Vicki’s Top Tip (especially in summer) 

As someone who has been on safari many times over the years’ I have learned one 

very useful trick for those extremely hot afternoon safaris. Take your sarong & dip it in 

the lodge pool (or run it under cold water) before going out on game drive. You can 

then drape the sarong over your shoulders or your legs and as the breeze blows over 

you while you’re on the drive it will keep you lovely & cool while protecting you from 

the harsh African sun at the same time. The sarong will dry quite quickly in the heat, 

but you can always pour some water from your water bottle onto it again to re-wet it. 

Please note: 

Please bear in mind that there are luggage restrictions of between 15kg (33lbs) and 

20kg (44lbs) in a soft bag on some light aircraft transfers and 20kg (44lbs) on most 

scheduled airline flights. 

Most safari lodges do not require you to dress up for dinner and many lodges offer a 

laundry service.  You may however require more formal attire if your itinerary includes 

a stay on one of the luxury trains (Rovos Rail / Blue Train) or if you’re staying in some 

of the more prestigious city hotels. 

If your itinerary includes a stay in Cape Town please note that Cape Town can give you 

4 seasons in a day, so my best advice is LAYERS.  Cape Town is also a winter rainfall 

area whereas the rest of Southern Africa is predominantly a summer rainfall area.  

Note that while natural colours are advised when on safari, it is not essential.  

Camouflage clothing is not advisable for travel in African countries (camouflage or 

military style clothing is prohibited when travelling in Zimbabwe). 

 


